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MEETING AGENDA 
January 25, 2022 | 1:00 p.m. 

NOTICE: Pursuant to Government Code section 54953(e) (AB 361), and due to the State of 
Emergency declared by Governor Newsom on March 4, 2020, this meeting will be conducted by 

teleconferencing.  
. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://countyofcolusa.zoom.us/j/6707238820?pwd=NjFMcnJOUENuSFhtRFFtaWltejYzZz09 
Meeting ID: 670 723 8820 
Passcode: 004212 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,6707238820#,,,,*004212# US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,6707238820#,,,,*004212# US (Tacoma) 
 

 
AGENDA ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 
AGENDA ITEM 1.a: Roll Call of Officers and Alternates 
 
SIX (6) Members must be present to constitute a quorum.  
 
As of July 1, 2021, and through June 30, 2023, Maxwell Irrigation District sits as the 
representative for Maxwell I.D. and Westside W.D.; and Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation 
District sits as the representative for Princeton-Codora-Glenn I.D. and Provident I.D. 
Note: Beginning July 1, 2023, Westside Water District and Provident Irrigation District will represent 
their respective Memberships on the CGA Board. 
 
4.1 Board of Directors. The business of the Authority will be conducted by a Board of Directors that 
is hereby established, and that shall be initially composed of and appointed as follows: One member 
of the Board of the Maxwell Irrigation District or the Westside Water District, said appointment to 
alternate every two years beginning with an appointment by the Maxwell Irrigation District of one of 
its Board members; One member of the Board of the Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District or 
the Provident Irrigation District, said appointment to alternate every two years beginning with an 
appointment by the Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District of one of its Board members... 
 

https://countyofcolusa.zoom.us/j/6707238820?pwd=NjFMcnJOUENuSFhtRFFtaWltejYzZz09
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AGENDA ITEM 1.b: Introductions of Others in Attendance 
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AGENDA ITEM 2: CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2022-01 USE OF REMOTE 
TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 
54953(e) 

ACTION ITEM 
BACKGROUND: 
On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed Assembly Bill (AB) 361, which adds to the 
Brown Act relaxed teleconference rules similar to those in effect under the Executive Order (N-29-
20), which expired on September 30, 2021. AB 361 took effect immediately and sunsets on 
January 1, 2024.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Draft Resolution 2022-01 Renewing Use of Remote Teleconference Meetings in Accordance 
with Government Code Section 64953(e) 
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COLUSA GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 

RESOLUTION 2022-01 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REMOTE TELECONFERENCE 
MEETINGS UNDER AB361  

WHEREAS, meetings of the Board of Directors (“Board”) of the Colusa Groundwater 
Authority (“Authority”) and its committees are open and public, as required by the Ralph M. 
Brown Act (Cal. Gov. Code 54950 – 54963), so that any member of the public may attend, 
participate, and watch the Authority’s legislative bodies conduct their business; 

WHEREAS, Government Code section 54953(e), as amended by Assembly Bill 361 
(2021) (“AB361”), signed by the Governor on September 16, 2021, provides for remote 
teleconferencing participation in meetings by members of a legislative body, without compliance 
with the requirements of Government Code section 54953(b)(3), subject to the existence of certain 
conditions; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to invoke the provisions of AB361 to authorize 
teleconference meetings subject to the modified standard of Government Code section 54953(e); 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 

Section 1. Findings. The Board hereby finds as follows: 

(a) As required by Government Code section 54953(e)(1), a proclaimed state 
of emergency exists under the California Emergency Services Act, as 
declared by the Governor on March 4, 2020. 

(b) State or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote 
social distancing, specifically, the Division of Occupational Safety and 
Health. 

Section 2. Procedures for Teleconference Meetings. The Authority and its committees shall 
hold teleconference meetings pursuant to the requirements of Government Code section 
54953(e). 

Section 3. Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

Section 4. Renewal. Pursuant to Government Code section 54953(e)(3), the Authority will 
reconsider the state of emergency every 30 days. Expiration of this resolution shall not 
prejudice any subsequent action to adopt another resolution in accordance with 
Government Code section 54953, subdivision (e) during the present or any future state of 
emergency. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Colusa Groundwater Authority on 
January 25, 2022 by the following vote: 
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AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSENT:  

ABSTAINED:  

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________ 

Denise J.Carter 
Chair 
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AGENDA ITEM 3: APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 

At this time, Board Members or Staff may suggest additions to the agenda. Any additions to the 
agenda must fit into one of the following categories: a) A majority determination that an 
emergency (as designed by the Brown Act) exists; or b) A 2/3rds determination that the need to 
take action arose subsequent to the agenda being posted. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3a: Approval of Minutes 
ACTION ITEM 

ATTACHMENT: 

1. *Approval of Colusa Groundwater Authority/Glenn Groundwater Authority joint meeting 
minutes from October 7, 2021  
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Joint Colusa Groundwater Authority and  

Glenn Groundwater Authority Board of Directors  

Meeting 
 

October 7, 2021| 1:00 p.m. 
LOCATION: 225 N. Tehama Street, Willows, CA. 95988 

The meeting was also conducted via teleconference; accessible via telephone, computer, smartphone or 

tablet.  

 

MINUTES 

 

In Attendance (in-person): 

Colusa Groundwater Authority:  
Director Members Present: Alternate/2nd Alternate Directors Agency Representing: 

 Denise Carter  Gary Evans County of Colusa 

 Jesse Cain  Denise Conrado/Tom Reische City of Colusa 

 Sajit Singh  Alfred Sellers, Jr. City of Williams 

 Blake Vann  Thad Bettner Glenn Colusa Irrigation District 

 Knute Myers  Shelly Murphy Colusa County Water District 

 Zach Dennis  Dan Ruiz Westside Water District 

 Jim Campbell  Lance Boyd Provident Irrigation District 

 Hilary Reinhard  Bill Vanderwaal Reclamation District 108 

 Derrik Strain  Vacant Reclamation District 479 

 Jim Wallace  Lynell Pollock Colusa Drain Mutual Water Company 

X Darrin Williams   Private Pumper 

 Jeff Moresco   Private Pumper 

 Drew Dirks  Chris Dobson/Dan Ruiz Maxwell Irrigation District 

 Jim Campell  Lance Boyd Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District 

Glenn Groundwater Authority:  
Director Members Present: Alternate/2nd Alternate Directors Agency Representing: 

 Grant Carmon  X  Tom Arnold  County of Glenn 

 Bruce Roundy   Pete Carr City of Orland 

   Ed Vonasek (2nd) City of Orland 

 Gary Hansen  Evan Markey City of Willows 

 George Nerli  Leslie Nerli Glide Water District 

X John Amaro  Thad Bettner Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District 

 Charles Schonauer   Emil Cavagnolo Orland-Artois Water District 

   Andrea Jones (2nd) Orland-Artois Water District 

 Randy Hansen  Wade Danley Kanawha Water District 

   Michael Alves Kanawha Water District 

 Mark Lohse  Seth Fiack Monroeville Water District 

X Gary Enos  Lance Boyd Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District/ 
Provident Irrigation District 
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Others in Attendance: Lisa Hunter (GGA), Mary Fahey (CGA), Terrence Jones (Ranch Systems), Hylon 

Kaufmann (Ranch Systems), Denise Carter (CGA), Jim Wallace (CGA), Alfred Sellers Jr. (CGA),  Bruce Roundy 

(GGA), Chuck Schonauer (GGA), Evan Markey (GGA), Leslie Nerli (GGA), Ben King, Arne Gustafson, Donald 

Bills, Brandon Davison (DWR), Don Rust (Glenn County PCDSA), Grant Davids (Davids Engineering, Inc.), 

Holly Dawley (GCID), Holly Reimers, Jaime Lely, Kathryn Vogt-Haefelfinger, Lester Messina, Monika 

Haefelfinger, Nadya Alexander (Davids Engineering, Inc.), Valerie Kincaid (GGA Counsel)  

 

1. Call to Order, Roll Call and Introductions (CGA Board and GGA Board) 

John Amaro, Chair of the Glenn Groundwater Authority (GGA) called the meeting to order at approximately 

1:00 p.m. He asked Mary Fahey to call the roll for the Colusa Groundwater Authority (CGA), and Lisa Hunter 

to call the roll for the Glenn Groundwater Authority (GGA).  Attendance is noted above. A quorum of 

members was not present for the CGA or the GGA.  

 

2. Period of Public Comment 

Mr. Amaro opened the floor to public comment on items not on the agenda.  

 

Ben King proposed that the City of Orland, City of Williams, and City of Willows approach Congressman 

LaMalfa to include a filtration system with Sites Reservoir. He believes that the west side of Sacramento 

Valley needs to have access to the water for resilience and the future of the Valley. He voiced current and 

future concerns for water quality in the City of Williams. 

 

3. Presentation: Ranch Systems Demonstration 

Terrence Jones and Hylon Kaufmann from Ranch Systems provided a presentation, including a 

demonstration of different options for displaying and reporting data and an equipment overview for the 

Colusa Subbasin Well Monitoring Pilot Program. Discussion ensued whereby Ranch Systems staff and the 

Davids Engineering technical team answered questions particularly relating to the equipment such as the 

well bubblers, well site inspections, and the reporting system capabilities and access.  

 

4. Member Reports and Comments 

No member reports or comments. 
 

5. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:10 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM 3b: Approval of Minutes 
ACTION ITEM 

ATTACHMENT: 

1.  *Approval of Colusa Groundwater Authority December 13, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes 
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Colusa Groundwater Authority Board of Directors 
December 13, 2021 | 9:00 a.m. 

This meeting was held in person at Colusa Industrial Properties with a call-in option 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

In Attendance: Agency Members 
Agency Board Member Alternate Board Members 
County of Colusa Denise Carter 

 
 

   
City of Colusa Jesse Cain (arrived 9:40)   
City of Williams Sajit Singh  
Glenn Colusa Irrigation District (GCID) Blake Vann Thad Bettner 
Colusa County Water District (CCWD) Knute Meyers Shelly Murphy 
Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District 
(Princeton) 

  

Provident Irrigation District (Provident)   
Maxwell Irrigation District (MID)  Dan Ruiz 
Westside Water District (WWD)   Dan Ruiz 
Reclamation District 108 (RD 108)  Bill Vanderwaal 
Reclamation District 479 (RD 479)     
Colusa Drain Mutual Water Company (CDMWC) Jim Wallace    
Private Pumper Darrin Williams  
Private Pumper Jeff Moresco  

 
Members of the Public 
Greg Plucker, Colusa County Ken Loy, West Yost Associates, GSP Consultant 
Alan Doud, Young Wooldridge, CGA Counsel  
Ben King  
Mary Fahey  
Lisa Hunter, GGA  
Christy Scofield  
Jenny Scheer  

 

Agenda Item 1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 

Denise Carter, Chair, opened the meeting at 9:01 p.m.  Ms. Carter called for a Roll Call of Officers and 
Agency Representatives and determination a quorum is present.  
 
 
Agenda Item 2. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2021-05 RENEWING USE OF 

REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT 
CODE SECTION 54953(e) 
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Motion: Mr. Ruiz moved to approve said resolution, Mr. Vanderwaal seconded, and the motion 
passed unanimously per roll call vote.  
 
 
Agenda Item 3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 

 
Motion: Mr. Wallace moved to approve the Meeting Minutes from the November 16, 2021 CGA Board 
Meeting, Mr. Ruiz seconded, and the motion passed unanimously per roll call vote.  
 
 
Agenda Item 4. PERIOD OF PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Ms. Carter opened the floor to the public for comment.  
 
Ben King (landowner) made comments regarding the Proposition 218 funding structure, his opinion 
that it negatively impacted hill property owners, that the benefits went to property owners of 
irrigated lands, and that the hill property owners were paying assessments and were not getting any 
benefit. 
  
 
Agenda Item 5. APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

 
Ms. Carter provided an overview of the claims information presented in the agenda support 
materials. 
 
Motion:  Mr. Williams moved to approve as presented, Mr. Moresco seconded, and the motion 
passed unanimously per roll call vote. 

 
 

Agenda Item 6. PUBLIC HEARING – FINAL DRAFT COLUSA SUBBASIN GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
 

Ms. Carter introduced the agenda item, described the proposed action, and opened the public 
hearing. 
 
Mr. King made comments regarding the GSP maps and that the lack of the westerly Colusa Basin Drain 
map that he had previously identified as an issue.  Mr. King also discussed the Franklin  proposed 
project that he had submitted and asked why it had not been included in the plan. 
 
Mr. Wallace discussed that there were several map corrections that needed to be made, that Colusa 
Drain Mutual Water Company needed to make the changes and submit said changes to the 
Department of Water Resources so that they could correct the maps.  Mr. Wallace stated that this 
correction requirement had been entered into the record. 
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Mr. King asked again regarding why the Franklin proposed project had not been included in the plan.   
 
Ms. Fahey responded that there was a deadline issue and that the Franklin project, along with the 
Dunlap project, could be still added. 
 
Mr. King and Mr. Williams discuss the importance of working cooperatively together. 
 
Mr. King discussed the South Valley recharge proposal and that it had not been included in the plan 
and Ms. Carter discussed that the CGA did not want to included it in the plan at this point because it 
was for out-of-county water purchasers. 
 
Mr. King discussed a concern with deep irrigation wells causing deep low-quality/contaminated water 
to be introduced into the water table which could result in long-term water degradation. 
 
Ms. Carter asked for any additional public comments, there being none the public hearing was closed. 
 
 
Agenda Item 7. CONSIDER ADOPTION OF THE COLUSA SUBBASIN GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN AND AUTHORIZE SUBMITTAL OF THE GSP TO THE 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES  
 

 
Motion:  Mr. Vann moved to approve as presented, Mr. Moresco seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously per roll call vote. 
 
 
Agenda Item 8. PUBLIC HEARING – FINAL DRAFT BUTTE SUBBASIN GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
 

Ms. Carter introduced the agenda item, described the proposed action, and opened the public 
hearing. 
 
There being no comments, there being none the public hearing was closed. 

 
 

Agenda Item 9. CONSIDER ADOPTION OF THE BUTTE SUBBASIN GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN AND AUTHORIZE SUBMITTAL OF THE GSP TO THE 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

 
Motion:  Mr. Moresco moved to approve as presented, Mr. Meyers seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously per roll call vote. 

 

Mr. Jesse Cain arrived at 9:40 am. 
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Agenda Item 10. SET 2022 CGA BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

Ms. Carter introduced the item and stated that the meetings are scheduled monthly and, if necessary, 
a meeting could be cancelled.  She also advised that she would check with legal counsel regarding the 
need to meet on January 4, 2022 to renew the ability to have meetings by teleconference. 
  

 
Agenda Item 11. MEMBER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 
Ms. Carter introduced the item and asked if there were any member reports or comments. 
 
Mr. Vanderwaal provided information regarding the ACWA conference he recently attended.  He 
provided an overview of the 8 GSPs 
 that DWR just released with 4 being accepted and 4 needing modifications.  He also mentioned that 
DWR/RWQCB was preparing intervention actions.  He provided information on the current DWR 
funding for critically overdraft basins ($157 million) and the 2022/2023 funding for high and medium 
basins ($205 million). 
 
Ms. Carter discussed the steps that Ms. Fahey had taken before here departure to help the CGA 
continue to move forward.  She mentioned the need for the annual CGA report and that Davids 
Engineering had already been contracted to complete the report.  Ms. Carter mentioned further 218 
efforts, that a review of how other CGA’s were staffing would be conducted, and that Lisa Hunter 
from the Glenn Groundwater Authority would be helping in the short term. 
 
Mr. King mentioned potentially combining administrative functions and that the Irrigated Lands 
Program beneficiaries were lands being irrigated.  Mr. King mentioned a concern with the cost of 
public sector employees and that the staffing solution needs to be economically viable. 
 
Mr. Wallace expressed concern with the use of the Irrigate Lands Program concept because that 
information was not readily available to the public and differs from the transparency requirements of 
SGMA. 
 
Mr. Wallace and Ms. Carter provided further discussion of the Irrigated Lands Program. 
 
Mr. Bettner suggested that perhaps the Rice Commission may be able to provide some assistance. 
 
Mr. King mentioned the staffing of surrounding counties, that Colusa County is unique with its 218 
financing and the use of County staff, and the possibility of combining staff and consultant functions. 

 
Agenda Item 12. AGENDA ITEM 12: ITEMS FOR UPCOMING AGENDA(S) 

 
Ms. Carter introduced the item. 
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Agenda Item 13. NEXT MEETING 
 

Ms. Carter mentioned the possibility of the January 4th meeting to renew the phone in option but 
would check with legal staff, otherwise the next meeting would be the 4th Tuesday of January 25,  

2022, 1:00pm. 
 
 

Agenda Item 14. ADJOURN 
 
Ms. Carter adjourned the meeting at 10:01 am. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise J. Carter 
CGA Chair 
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AGENDA ITEM 4: 2020-21 Audit 

AGENDA ITEM 4.a: Presentation and approval of 2020-21 Audit 
ACTION ITEM 

Kelly Shiromizu, CPA, from Robert Johnson CPA Group will present the CGA 2020-21 Audit. 

CGA to receive presentation of audit and accept. 
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AGENDA ITEM 4.b: Financial Statements 

Review Financial Statements for November and December, 2021. 

• Property Tax will be deposited within the month from Colusa and Yolo County.  Also anticipate 
DWR grant payment of $ $237,534 soon.   
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AGENDA ITEM 4.c: Review and Consider Approval of Claims 
ACTION ITEM 

The following claims have been submitted for approval (supporting materials will be provided to 
all Board members and Alternate Board members).  
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AGENDA ITEM 5: PERIOD OF PUBLIC COMMENT 
INFORMATION ONLY 

Members of the public may comment on items not on today’s agenda that are relevant to the CGA. 
Public comments are limited to no more than 5 minutes. No action can be taken on items that are 
not on the agenda. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 6: RESOLUTION 2022-02  
ACTIOM ITEM 
 
*Approve Resolution 2022-02 modifying Resolution 2017-01, A Resolution of the Colusa 
Groundwater Authority Authorizing the Submission of a Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant 
Application and Designating an Authorized Representative to submit the Application and Execute 
the Agreement with the State of California as needed. 
 
With the departure of Program Manager Mary Fahey, Resolution 2022-02 will authorize Colusa 
Groundwater Chairperson to be the designated authorized representative.   
 
  



RESOLUTION NO. 2022-02 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COLUSA GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 
 AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF A SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER PLANNING 

GRANT APPLICATION AND DESIGNATING AN AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 
 TO SUBMIT THE APPLICATION AND EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT 

 WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AS NEEDED 
 
 

1 
 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Water Resources has released a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plans and Projects Proposal Solicitation Package under the Sustainable 
Groundwater Planning Grant Program pursuant to the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure 
Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1) (Water Code Section 79700 et seq.); and 
 
 WHEREAS, projects eligible for funding from said solicitation package include 
development of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act requires all high and medium 
priority groundwater basins be managed under a Groundwater Sustainability Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Colusa subbasin of the Sacramento Valley groundwater basin underlies 
the Counties of Colusa and Glenn; and 
 

WHEREAS, under the terms of the solicitation package only one application will be 
accepted per groundwater basin or subbasin; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Colusa Groundwater Authority Board of Directors and Glenn 
Groundwater Authority Board of Directors have designated the Colusa Groundwater Authority as 
the grant applicant for the Colusa subbasin, with the County of Colusa designated as an alternate 
applicant if a long-term financial history is needed; and 
 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Water Resources has indicated that they will 
waive the usual three-year financial history requirement for this current round of funding to allow 
newly-formed Groundwater Sustainability Agencies to be eligible grant applicants. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Colusa 
Groundwater Authority that: 

 
1.) The Colusa Groundwater Authority Chair is hereby authorized to submit a grant 

application in the name of the Colusa Groundwater Authority pursuant to the Water 
Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1) (Water 
Code Section 79700 et seq.);  
 

2.) That the Colusa Groundwater Authority Chair is hereby authorized to enter into and 
execute the grant agreement with the California Department of Water Resources and 
sign any applicable documents to implement the grant if awarded. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
CGA Resolution No. 2022-02; Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant Application 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED this 25th day of January, 2022 by the following vote: 
 
 
 AYES:  
 
 NOES:  
 
 ABSENT:  
 
  

 
_____________________________________ 
Denise J.Carter, Chair of the Board 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________________ 
Hilary Rinehard, Vice Chair of the Board 
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AGENDA ITEM 7: FY2022/23 CGA ANNUAL BUDGET 
 
Establish Ad Hoc Budget Committee for development of annual budget and operations fee for next 
year.  The Operations Fee will need to be approved by the Board in March 2022, via Resolution in 
order to put in place the necessary paperwork to the assessor by July.   
 

AGENDA ITEM 8: COLUSA SUBBASIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN (GSP) UPDATE 
 
INFORMATION ONLY 

Receive update of Groundwater Sustainability Plan submittal Process 
 
The Colusa Subbasin GSP was approved by the CGA on December 13, 2021 and by the GGA on 
December 14th, 2021.  The Consultant Team has begun the GSP submittal process by uploading 
necessary information to the Department of Water Resources’ SGMA portal.  GSA staff also have 
access to the SGMA portal and will assist as needed.  The GSP is on track to be fully submitted by 
the January 31, 2022 deadline. 
 
Staff continues to coordinate with the Consultant Team and GGA representative on remaining 
tasks, for instance the Data Management System, Well Monitoring Pilot Program, the 
hydrogeologic investigations task, subsidence benchmarks, and Annual Report.  The work on 
many of these elements will be reported in the Annual Report. 
 
Discussion will be held on the shift from GSP planning to GSP implementation.  The CGA will 
consider concepts, goals, and priorities for initial GSP implementation and may provide direction 
to staff. 
 
Attachments: 
 Davids Engineering GSP Development Status Update Memo – November 2021 (12/15/21) 
 Davids Engineering GSP Development Status Update Memo – December 2021 (1/6/21) 
  



1772 Picasso Ave, Suite A  1 phone 530.757.6107 
Davis, CA 95618-0550  www.davidsengineering.com 

  
 

Specialists in Agricultural Water Management 
Serving Stewards of Western Water since 1993 
 

Memorandum 
To:  Colusa Groundwater Authority, Glenn Groundwater Authority  

From:  Davids Engineering 

Date:  December 15, 2021 

Subject: GSP Development Status Update—November 2021 
 
This memorandum provides a summary of activities related to the Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
(GSP) Development Project for the Colusa Subbasin during the month of November 2021. In addition to 
activities occurring in November, related past and upcoming activities are discussed. 
 
GSP Document Preparation 
Public review of the complete draft GSP concluded on October 31. During the month of November, all 
public comments received through this process were added to the Administrative Record and were 
reviewed by the Consultant Team, in consultation with Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Staff 
and Legal Counsel. The Consultant Team prepared the final GSP with consideration of the comments 
received. The final GSP is anticipated to be completed on December 3, 2021, allowing the remainder of 
December 2021 and January 2022 for GSP adoption and submittal. The GSP must be submitted by 
January 31, 2022. 

Interbasin Coordination 
Interbasin coordination activities in November were primarily focused on coordinating review and 
responses to GSP public comments received in late October and early November. The Consultant Team 
participated in the November Northern California Water Association (NCWA) interbasin coordination 
meetings and interbasin discussions of public comments and responses. The Consultant Team shared 
information from public comments on the Colusa Subbasin GSP and contributed sample responses for 
regional coordination with other subbasins. 

Sustainable Management Criteria 
Descriptions of the Sustainable Management Criteria (SMC) were reviewed and revised in November 
with consideration for the public review comments received. SMC for chronic lowering of groundwater 
levels were also revisited in November. Earlier analyses of several multi-completion monitoring wells, 
particularly those around the City of Orland, resulted in Minimum Threshold (MT) groundwater level 
values that were less protective of domestic wells than intended according to the SMC processes 
adopted by the GSAs. The Consulting Team revised the analyses at those multi-completion wells to 
calculate MT values based on the completion depth most representative of surrounding wells. Those 
revisions resulted in shallower MT values that are more protective of domestic wells, considering 
historical groundwater levels since the mid-2000s. The revisions were folded into the final GSP. 
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Projects and Management Actions 
Descriptions of projects and management actions (PMAs) were reviewed and revised in November with 
consideration for the public review comments received. The Consultant Team added two additional 
PMAs to the GSP in response to comments: one proposed recharge project in Reclamation District 108 
(“Boards In” Program), and one proposed action to develop a dedicated network of shallow monitoring 
wells for GDE monitoring. The Consultant Team also revised the estimated cost of the Orland-Artois 
Water District “Land Annexation and In-Lieu Groundwater Recharge” project based on newly available 
information from the district. 

Well Monitoring Pilot Program 
As reported the last several months, equipment installation was completed at four of the six selected 
wells and those owners/operators continue to have remote access to well water level and flow rate data 
via smart phones and computers. Contracts have still not been executed for two of the six wells, and so 
equipment has not yet been installed.  

In November, the Consultant Team worked with GSA Staff to identify various options and incremental 
costs for expanding the Well Monitoring Pilot Program using available grant funding. This information 
was used to support a grant amendment request prepared by GSA Staff that, among other changes, 
would allocate funding for expansion of the WMPP. The grant amendment request is expected to be 
submitted in December 2021, and a response is anticipated in January 2022.  

Data Management System 
No updates to the Data Management System (DMS) portion of the grant project occurred in November. 
In October, the Consultant Team prepared a draft task outline for the recommended DMS work and 
outlined potential synergies with the Annual Report work. Continuation of this work was postponed 
until after completion of the final GSP in December. 

Annual Report 
In November, the Consultant Team worked with GSA Staff to prepare revisions to the grant agreement 
with DWR to cover development of the Annual Report. The Consultant Team also prepared a new 
agreement with the Glenn Groundwater Authority (GGA) to cover this task. The new agreement is 
anticipated to be approved by the GGA in December. Work on the Annual Report will begin thereafter. 

Public Outreach 
In November, public outreach was conducted to provide notice of public hearings for the adoption of 
the Colusa Subbasin GSP. Each GSA is planning a public hearing that will be held in December to consider 
adoption of the Colusa Subbasin GSP. 
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Memorandum 
To:  Colusa Groundwater Authority, Glenn Groundwater Authority 

From:  Davids Engineering 

Date:  January 6, 2022 

Subject: GSP Development Status Update—December 2021 
 
This memorandum provides a summary of activities related to the Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
(GSP) Development Project for the Colusa Subbasin during the month of December 2021. In addition to 
activities occurring in December, related past and upcoming activities are discussed. 
 
GSP Document Preparation and Adoption 
Public review of the complete draft GSP concluded on October 31, 2021, after which the Consultant 
Team reviewed all comments in consultation with Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Staff and 
Legal Counsel. During the months of November and December, the Consultant Team prepared the final 
GSP with consideration of the comments received. The final GSP was released on December 3, 2021.  

On December 13, 2021, the Colusa Groundwater Authority (CGA) held a public hearing to consider 
adoption of the final GSP. Following public input and Board discussions in the hearing, the final GSP was 
approved unanimously by the CGA Board of Directors. 

On December 14, 2021, the Glenn Groundwater Authority (GGA) held a public hearing to consider 
adoption of the final GSP. Following public input and Board discussions in the hearing, the final GSP was 
approved by the GGA Board of Directors. The Director representing the City of Orland voted not to 
approve the GSP after expressing concerns that the GSP would not sufficiently protect groundwater 
levels in the City of Orland area and the desire to include interim triggers prior to reaching minimum 
thresholds. GSA staff and the Consultant Team plan to engage in discussions with the City of Orland in 
2022 to share additional information, more fully understand their concerns, and work toward resolution 
of those concerns. 

The adopted GSP will be submitted before the January 31, 2022, deadline. 

Public Outreach 
In December, public outreach was conducted to provide notice of public hearings for the adoption of the 
Colusa Subbasin GSP. 

Interbasin Coordination 
In December, the Consultant Team participated in the Northern California Water Association (NCWA) 
interbasin coordination meetings to discuss shared responses to GSP comments, coordinated 
monitoring between subbasins, coordinated approaches to GSP Annual Report development, and 
interbasin groundwater management plans beyond GSP submittal. The Consultant Team shared 
information about interbasin monitoring needs identified in the Colusa Subbasin GSP. 
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Sustainable Management Criteria 
Descriptions of the Sustainable Management Criteria (SMC) were reviewed and revised in November 
and early December with consideration for the public review comments received. Revisions are noted in 
the comment tracking table (Appendix 2B-1) included in the final GSP, released on December 3, 2021. 

Projects and Management Actions 
Descriptions of projects and management actions (PMAs) were reviewed and revised in November and 
early December with consideration for the public review comments received. Revisions are noted in the 
comment tracking table (Appendix 2B-1) included in the final GSP, released on December 3, 2021. 

Well Monitoring Pilot Program 
As reported the last several months, equipment installation was completed at four of the six selected 
wells and those owners/operators continue to have remote access to well water level and flow rate data 
via smart phones and computers. Contracts have still not been executed for two of the six wells, and so 
equipment has not yet been installed.  

In December, GSA staff submitted a grant amendment request that, among other changes, would 
allocate funding for expansion of the WMPP. A response to the grant amendment request is anticipated 
in January 2022.  

Data Management System 
No updates to the Data Management System (DMS) portion of the grant project occurred in December. 
In October, the Consultant Team prepared a draft task outline for the recommended DMS work and 
outlined potential synergies with the Annual Report work. Continuation of this work was postponed 
until after completion and adoption of the final GSP in December. 

Annual Report 
In December, the GGA approved a new agreement with the Consultant Team to cover the Annual Report 
development. Work on the Annual Report is anticipated to begin in January 2022. Also in December, 
GSA staff submitted a grant amendment request that, among other changes, would allocate funding for 
the Annual Report. A response to the grant amendment request is anticipated in January 2022.  
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AGENDA ITEM 9: BUTTE SUBBASIN GSP UPDATE                           
INFORMATION ONLY 
 
The Butte Subbasin GSP has been approved by all member agencies and is in the uploading 
process.  They have requested a copy of our December 14, 2021 approved minutes. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 10:STAFF INFORMATIONAL/DISCUSSION ITEMS  

• Sampling of hydrographs from the fall readings 
• InSAR Subsidence dataset update releasing in February, will include data through October 

2021.  Moving forward, data will be updated quarterly. 
• Ephermeral Stream Trickle Recharge Project Update 
• The executive committee did not meet this past month, so have not had further discussions on 

Mary’s replacement.  Chair Carter with assistance from GGA staff, Colusa staff and GSP 
consultants are keeping the CGA moving. 

• There is about $8,300 remaining in the Task 4, Funding Financing piece of the grant, which will 
only be available until April 2022. CGA/GGA staff are working with ERA Economics to develop 
a presentation for a Joint Board Meeting in the near future to engage the Boards in discussion 
and direction.   

• Chair Carter would like to ask for assistance with the following activities: 
o Bookkeeping/accounting oversight 
o Well Monitoring Pilot Project 
o Develop CGA Program Manager Job Description, recruitment 
o TAC to work on Implementation 
o Long Term Funding Ad Hoc Committee 

• Review CGA Ad Hoc and Standing Committees, eliminate those not needed any longer 
• FPPC Form 700’s are due April 1, 2021. Below is a link to the updated Form 700 and Reference 

Pamphlet. 
Form 700 and Reference Pamphlet 

 
If you are leaving office, you must file a “Leaving Office” form. If you are newly joining the 
Board, you must file a “Resuming Office” form. 

Please be sure you are up to date on your Ethics and Harassment training. Trainings can be 
found at the links below: 

California Fair Political Practices Commission Ethics Training for Local Officials: 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700.html
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CGA AD HOC AND STANDING COMMITTEES 
Adopted 3/23/2021 
 
Executive Committee (Standing) 
Agenda review, policy discussions, coordinates with GGA Executive Committee 
Denise Carter, Hilary Reinhard, Lance Boyd, Darrin Williams, Knute Myers  
 
Technical Committee (Standing) 
Oversight on technical work especially related to GSP, coordinates with GGA Technical Committee 
Bill Vanderwaal, Thad Bettner, Jim Wallace, Denise Carter 
Darrin Williams, CC Groundwater Commission 
Deke Dormer, Ben King 
Brandon Davison, DWR, ex-officio member 
 
Public Outreach Committee (Ad Hoc) 
Work with facilitator on public outreach planning, coordinate with GGA 
Hilary Reinhard, Denise Carter, Darrin Williams 
 
Long-Term Funding/Budget Committee (Standing) 
Long-term funding of the CGA and budget development, oversee financial and budget-related items 
Thad Bettner, Denise Carter, Jeff Moresco, Shelly Murphy, Sajit Singh, Darrin Williams 
Landowner Members: Michael Doherty, Perry Charter, Winston Peterson 
 
Environmental Defense Fund project Committee (Ad Hoc) 
Coordinates with EDF on their OpenET Project 
Jim Wallace, Darrin Williams, Thad Bettner, Knute Myers 

The Nature Conservancy project Committee (Ad Hoc) 
Coordinates with TNC on their Prop. 1 project to flood rice fields for bird habitat and recharge 
Jim Wallace, Jeff Moresco, Charles Marsh, Bill Vanderwaal 

Butte Subbasin Subcommittee (Ad Hoc) 
Coordinates with other GSAs in the Butte Subbasin  
Denise Carter, Jeff Moresco, Thad Bettner 

Western Foothills Subcommittee (Ad Hoc) 
Working on the Colusa Basin Boundary issues in the western hills related to Prop. 218 fees  
Denise Carter, Darrin Williams, Zach Dennis, Kurtis Klein, John Smith, Brandon Davison (DWR Ex-
officio), George Pendell, Charlie Sullivan (invited), Matt LaGrande (invited) 

Proposition 68 Planning Grant Subcommittee (Ad Hoc) (Appointed at 9/24/19 Board Meeting 
Work with GGA on potential application for Grant Funding  
Bill Vanderwaal, Hilary Reinhard, GCID designee 
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http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/public-officials-and-employees-rules-/ethics-training.html 
 
http://localethics.fppc.ca.gov/login.aspx  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 11: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

Letter received from Colusa County giving notice of termination of staffing services. December 14, 
2021. 
Letter was received from Yolo Subbasin Groundwater Agency documenting coordination 
activities, December 17, 2021. 
 
 
  

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/public-officials-and-employees-rules-/ethics-training.html
http://localethics.fppc.ca.gov/login.aspx
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December 17, 2021 

 

Ms. Denise Carter 

Colusa County Supervisor 

Chairperson of the Colusa Groundwater Authority 

Emailed: dcarter@countyofcolusa.com  

 

 

Ms. Carter,  

 

This letter documents the coordination activities and summarizes our understanding of the adjacent 

Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) covering the Yolo Subbasin and Colusa Subbasin. 

Coordination meetings between representatives of the Yolo Subbasin and Colusa Subbasin occurred 

on the following dates: 

• December 16, 2020 

• February 3, 2021 

• June 2, 2021 

• June 16, 2021 

• July 16, 2021 

• August 5, 2021 

 

On December 16, 2020, the Colusa Subbasin and Yolo Subbasin’s respective modeling consultants 

met to discuss technical aspects of our modeling effort, which was necessary because we are using 

different modeling platforms. Our modeling teams agreed that small differences in boundary flows 

calculated by the models are immaterial. 

At the February 3, 2021 meeting, Mary Fahey and I had a brief call to coordinate on general 

components of interbasin coordination and we reviewed the next steps and opportunities for working 

together. 

At the June 2, 2021 meeting, we had a larger discussion with members of the North Yolo 

Management Area and South Colusa Subbasin to discuss the following with respect to our unique 

subbasins: 

1. Sustainable Management Criteria approaches 

a. Representative Monitoring Network Coverage 

b. Proposed Minimum Thresholds and Measurable Objectives 
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Interbasin Coordination Letter 

Yolo Subbasin to Colusa Subbasin 

December 17, 2021 
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Esparto Community Service District  Madison Community Service District   Reclamation District 108  Reclamation District 150 
Reclamation District 307  Reclamation District 537  Reclamation District 730  Reclamation District 765   Reclamation District 787 

 Reclamation 999  Reclamation District 1600  Reclamation District 2035  Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation  Yolo County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District  University of California Davis  California American Water  Colusa Drain Mutual Water 

Company  Yolo County Farm Bureau  Environmental Representative  Rumsey Water Users Association 

2. Common Data Gaps 

3. Multi-Benefit Projects in Both Subbasins (ground-based surveys, RD 108 conjunctive use 

projects, etc.) 

And at the June 16 and August 5, 2021 meetings, we followed up on the June 2, 2021 discussion and 

reported on the status of certain action items. 

On July 16, 2021, we were invited to the South Colusa County Groundwater Discussion hosted by 

RD 108, which provided stakeholders with information on monitoring efforts in the area and projects 

planned to be included in the Colusa Subbasin GSP.   

Based on our coordination, the Yolo Subbasin concludes the following related to Colusa Subbasin: 

1. Current and projected groundwater flow, projected land use changes, and MTs near our 

common boundary do not appear to impede our respective abilities to achieve our 

sustainability goals. 

2. The monitoring network along our common boundary is sufficient to detect significant 

changes that could impact our respective GSPs and we will actively share monitoring 

information along our common boundary. 

3. It is currently preferrable to document our coordination through this correspondence rather 

than through a more formal interbasin agreement. 

 

As a result of the above coordination, we have shared information to the mutual benefit of each 

subbasin’s GSP development effort and have confirmed that the implementation of our respective 

GSPs will not adversely impact the attainment of our sustainability goals.  We have examined 

findings in each GSP along our boundaries and either confirmed consistency or have agreed to work 

together during GSP implementation to resolve differences, to the extent they merit such effort.  

We recommend a minimum of an annual coordination meeting after the completion of each GSP 

annual report to share information on monitoring results and other implementation activities and to 

identify and address any emerging trends that may be of concern along our common boundary.  

Additionally, we will coordinate through quarterly meetings of the Northern California Water 

Association Groundwater Management Task Force, and Association of California Water Agencies 

Groundwater Management Committee. 

Thank you for being our neighbor, 

 

Kristin Sicke 

Executive Officer 
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AGENDA ITEM 12: MEMBER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

INFORMATION ONLY 
CGA Board Members and Alternates are encouraged to share information that may be relevant the 
CGA. No action will be taken on any of these items. 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 13: NEXT MEETING  
INFORMATION ONLY 
 
The next meeting of the CGA Board will be held February 22, 2022, 1:00pm. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 14: ADJOURN 
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